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The commentary translated in these pages is unusual and rare. But if the commentary is a rarity, its

subject matterâ€”the seven-line invocation of Padmasambhavaâ€”is one of the best-known prayers

in the Tibetan Buddhist world. The overall significance of the Seven-Line Prayer is perhaps best

appreciated in relation to a practice called guru-yoga, or "union with the nature of the guru." The

purpose of guru-yoga is to purify and deepen the student's relationship with his or her teacher. It is

introduced as one of the preliminary practices, and it remains crucialâ€”in fact, its importance

increasesâ€”as one progresses through the more advanced levels of the tantric path. The cultivation

of devotion to the guru and the blending of one's mind with his or her enlightened mind is, in the

words of Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche, "the most vital and necessary of all practices and is in itself the

surest and fastest way to reach the goal of enlightenment." Regarding the origin of this commentary,

Mipham refers in the colophon to an event that triggered the abrupt appearance in his mind of the

hidden meaning of the prayer. It is interesting to note that the language Mipham uses suggests that

the commentary itself is not an ordinary composition but perhaps a treasure teaching, specifically a

"mind-treasure" or gongter.
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This may appear to be a simple explanation of the common Tibetan "Seven-Line Prayer", but it is in

fact sublime and complete in its simplicity. It is one of those handful of books I'd want to keep on me

if I had to leave home suddenly (say at the start of a 100,000 mile migration or pilgrimage...). And



like the other books in this select group (Enlightened Courage: An Explanation of the Seven-Point

Mind Training, Longchenpa's Advice from the Heart, Spaciousness: The Radical Dzogchen of the

Vajra-Heart: Longchenpa's Treasury of the Dharmadhatu, Maya Yoga: Longchenpa's Finding

Comfort and Ease in Enchantment, Vajra Speech: A Commentary on The Quintessence of Spiritual

Practice, The Direct Instructions of the Great Compassionate One, Tao Te Ching: Text Only Edition

) it is fortunately a slim one.
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